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UMS peer (uggefied to you againft our pr oceedings. 
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-% In recommendations, and difnifions ‘of members to other 
_. Churches. | bsvoid 
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2. In calling Officers ; ‘aie 
| GEIS 5 Deacans. sah N 


Rlctartarls 
Excommunications 


Soe she. firft « fuch asdo intend to. ‘gather i into Chiirch-followe: r, Gathering 
fhips doe often.in private meete rogethersand akan examine the» the Charch. 
fpiritual) conditions’ one‘of another, even undlh:t rs ‘be mutually... 
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-deputed perfons ient.from all the neighbour ChurchesCwhichau-.., 
_ ally‘arethe'ccacithg'and Viling Eh ers) there prefent, and nioft 


Confeffion, 


Coyehant, 


See-Cottens - 


Way.in. New~ 


Rngl ind, Pe 8, 


_ and plomite¢by the:helprofChritiys walk togechdias becomes 


a it he ee {. 5 ¥ | a a a ) 
of afhamed ofthelight. 3. 
2 é 5 ’ Ry a : - : ; = ir < 4 ¥ 
cir prayerssand the alfiftance oftheir 


» peing better experiencedin thofe 
as yetate.r IEC. OFS TO 4 
3. To cleera cheinown proceedings in their -Brethrens confei- 


a _ « hen 4 Leah ae ; < 
ences, that they {eeing their entrance to be according to the Rule, - 
may-accept of thenr-more comfortably-into communion, asany 
occafion {hall require. When theday appointed is come,and fome 


partof chat day folemnly{pent in fa ting: and praying fora blefling 
upon that: encesprife: )Fhen one ‘of thems(chofensto,order the) 
work ofthe day)» ftands capyand {peaks ‘tothe other of the Bre- | 


thren, that chey may new begin to a@ what they: net, char day ir, 
which issto Joyn togetherinre holy fellowlhip,it che will and plea~_ 
fure of the Lord - fo, and withall, defires then, that whereas they 
have manifelted already Gods gracious workings upon their hearts. 
to each other in private, now they would do the fame again before- 
theChurchésin publ euilaos sallgintiC ai slisaig ald SAS) 
Then him(elf begins, and makesconfeflion of his faith in all:-ches 
principles of Religoa, ‘and then’ a‘declaration of his effeCtuall cal- 
Jig to Chait, and how'Géd hath carryed'on the work of grace,” 
(viz Repentance from dead works,and faith towards God,bat b of which. 
they znfzft spon) in his foulé to thagdaye?-1!o url onurlol Abe 
Then all'the reft do the like, whiehedoney to the fatis&Qtoniof - 
the:Brethren prefent, ttiey- give ‘telfimony. Of the godly*atid ap-. 
proved life and converfation ofeach other. 9 fas x 
After this, theyenter into.a facred and folemne Coyenant, en- 


Zagementsprofefion(éallit what a pleafé) whereby they proteft 


:a Charch of God; insalbdaties of holineffe before the Lord and in ' 

all Brotherly love arid faichfulneffé-toueach orlters according: ua< 

ta God withall producingo their Govenant;: agreed on: before! — 
cise a cA : amongft 


{ 


_ amongft ebitiaclube: tHenread it “before: the et ‘a a 


‘> dhe Churches thus gathered, | they look out from . among 


~ 
re / 


either fubicribe their hands to it, ‘or teftie by word of mouth 
_ their agreement thereto. +” qd ROS 

-Then the Bréthren of other: Ghhiches (fomei inthe ame of the 
yeh) reaching forth the right hand.of fellowfhip unto them, beare 
witnelle to their proceedings to be according to God, teltifie their 
acceptance of them into brotherly fellowship, and do exhort them 
al(oin the Lord, to proceed. according to thofe beginnings; and 
fo. prayers made,and praifes given unto God, anda Plalme: fangs 
“the bleiling is pronotinceds and the Congregation diffolved. ; 
them felves fuch who are fit for office; and -if none among: then oes 
- be fo. (though, nfually thofe chat joyn into a Church, have 
- Oné amongft them upon whom their eye isy for uch imploymenc) 
they feek tothe Lord of the Harveit c6 direct them eliewhere; and Mauh.g. 3 
(becaule Apoftles, Prophets, Evangelifis have no fucceflors apprine 
se] in p Sera ping e) the ordimasy officers we wfe to call, } 


“€ Elders phate Paftors 


Paik 4 10s 


Ruling, ‘Teachers 


Deacés 


oT be Paftors office proper ly: i isto bend himfelf to darbioetdor} Paftors. 

eT he Teachers. office to give himfelf so in {traction in points of Teachers. 
dodri jne, explication ofScripture; confutation-of error, éc. i,» ROM! 7,8 
ic The tuling. Elder.co;order the Aflemblies, to look: to the life R 
and converfation of the whole Ghurch, and to vilit from houfe to 5 
houfe,, ta;fee how, all. thrive in epBlinéfic, while the other give 
themfelyesto the Word and Do&iine,and all.of them rovechiér re 
fovern the Houle of God,: and alfo to prepare in. private all mat~ 


wuling- ! 
Iderse 


~ gers for Churcliyand co furvey; the eftates, and-ripen ‘all: fach. as 


are so be admitted:in the Church: beforeithey ingeay then is ita 
publike, Gees. ex) (de t03 
ok he, Deacons office is to eid a diligent eye, to look into, whene 

aellnica of the Ghurch, andiwith a tender-heart,.and carefull hatid 
fupply chemfrom, the. Church ; Treaftry. with fachthings-as they 
need:for-necettity ,-conveniency and, comforts and.to fee chat none 
want; but honounibly to fupply them, even before they fall into 
"any extremity, or be forced to.crave help from the Church; ‘and 
therefore he is, To 
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a praflicein ang aoascasnnl 
ee 6 Ce Colle&diligendy 2 
ait Tee Keep faithfully 
a Diftributecarefully 
the Churches: treafure, that fo hee may 
the proper work’ 3 she! Lords Table, Minifters table,and the eae: 


table.° 


To the Deabone ron we would dilde Deaaonefict, qheis fuck : 


may be had,according to which fhould be widowes of the : Churchy 
faithtull, approved, and full of good works, whe may give them= 
felves to works of mercy cheerfully ;:and:to be (ordeet alfo te - 
thofé that are fick, when the Deacon fo conveniently cannot, and 


. fometime fo modeftly may not fend their help'as that fex may. 
And here behold (by the way) the faithful and tender care of 
our blefled Lord, that fully provides in chofe officers for the necel* - 


fities of all his Satnnes viz. By Paltors, Teacher, Elders, Deacons} 
Widowes,and hath given chemtheir names,works,and titles in his 
Houfe, which are fully fufficient for the perfe€ting of the Saints, for 


_ the work of the Minittry, for the edification of the body of Chrift, 
“Jeff chen which would be too litelejmtore then which would be too 
\ much; for if the minde and judgenient of his Saints be well infor- 


med-and inftritéted: in what they ought to know, believe and do, 
(which is the work-and office of' the Teacher;-) and if the con- 
icience be convinced, the will bowed to holy obedience,tle affeai- 


‘ons rectified and fet upon their obje&, (which is the office and 


work of the Paftor) if the lifeand converfation be well ordered al- 
{o,( which is the proper imployment of the ruling Elder) and if all 
things be beautifully ordered and governed in the Houfe of God, 


_ in all che adminiftration hereof, (which is the 4 joyne work of then 


alltogether) there and:then: als if che-oucward man be: provided 
for convenienly, comfortably; and timely, that no lack be there,no 
crying and complaining in our ftreets for want of fupply (whieh is 


the office of che Deacons,) and if the fick be helped, retrefhed,com: 
_., forted,(which is the office of the Deaconefle) then there is full pro- 
- wilion for the neceffity of the Saincsy all, which ‘Chtift hath given 


us here: thefewe have, and more ‘thenithele; we are like fix fingers 
toan hands; now thefe (we fay) and no others, being the officers 
which are in oar eyes'to call, wee proceed to a and: chi to 
ordination i in this manner-followings “°° - 44> « 


ferve is Tables, whieh i is 


Fi +f | 
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Nem Englanils pradicein calling Church-officers. 
» MFieft, the men that wee are“ to call co-office, ‘are our own niem= 
‘Bers; of ifmenibers of other Churches,they joyn. with the Chupch 
which calls them, before they “have any propriety ‘in'them, or 


- power in the’ Lord over chem, to-call chem to office in thacbody ; 


then they are: well known: and approved by fome convenient 
fpace of trial, feeing we muttlay: hands fuddenly on-no' man; and 
we difcern, that not only his gifts}: graces and. frame of {piricare 
an themafelves defireable and commendable, but in fome good mea- 


_ fare alfo furables and fit for that people: For every worthy man 
~ $s nor fit forevery godly: people, no more tlien every glove is fic for 


every hand; nor every key fic to'open every lock, though happily it 


~ pe.a' Key: of gold, another of Iron,:whielt is fit; may be'better.. 


“They being thus approved,the Church her felfjover which he is to. 


bean overfeer; calls him and none other for them :as Als 16. 3. 


thofe, I fay, whiofe foules hee it totake the charge of, call him, 
and fubmit them elves to his'adminiftration ‘in’ the Lord ,iand 
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1. Eketfion. 
Ads 6, 


1-Tint. §, 23> 


not fome of the Church, 'as the officersonly, ifthere beany, or the 


people only, but all of us, with joynt confent,.as one man, ‘or at 
Jeaft the greater pare, ele an: officer over us: So wee reade that 


_ thePrimitive Charch: was: carried: in. all their votes and ele&ti= 
-ons, Ads 23. + Liv dO 22813 14 of (OLE 8 


_ All things thus ripened: for election; when weeare toclect a 
Paftor, Teacher, or ruling Elder: wee give notice thereof to the 
Magiftratey and all the next adjoyning Churches,who, and when, 
and to-what office we. ordain him unto; and intreat their prefence 
and company with us, for their brotherly countell and afliftanices 
when: the day is come, and well {pent in preaching, fafting and 
prayer, as Aifs 13-253. then one of themfelves appointed to Over= 


fee the work of the day, ftandsup,and is inquired. of the'Church, if" 


none after this folemn feeking of \God:for his counfell and dire&ti- 
onin that weighty work) shey {till refolve to proceed in the feek- 


ing fuch aone toi bePaftorer Teacher, as before they refolved to. 


do: Then having taken their filence for-a teftimony of their pur- 
pofe; hee tells them, now: hee fees allis cleer for his Call, hee. 
defires:the Brethren to teftitie their votes;in calling: fuch.a one'to 
{uch anoffice;\by:holdingup their hands: which being’ done, hee 
defines of ‘the party to Kiiow!if hee accepts of the Call to the 
office which the Brethrem in the name of Ohrift'hath given him 
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toexercifein the Ghurch after’ his acceptance.exprefled; the:Elder 


requires of the Church-to peomilé folemniy-by Chritshelp todd 


thie duties.of a Church to him;-as to’ Paftor or T eachers vizi!to~ 


 fabmicto him inithe Lords,to:be obedient.to his: do&rine; to.love 


~ him; to. give:that refpe& to him that Chrift commands :and:ree 


quires: alfo: that.che Jamedingagemtntfrom himsto.doiallithe du- 
ties:of.a' Raftor or Teacher:to themy did ylno som ser Seadlibisup 
“i The Eleition being finithéds,- they proceed ‘to Ordination; which _ 
% nothing but.a ferreng apart, Ors and putting bim into that office to 
which he wm eleciedsand tommitting the whole charge into his hands, 


A : 


_ Orlaying icon his thoulders beforethe Lord;:and this is:done by 


Numb.8. 1 O. 


dnpolitibn of hands ahd prayer! The Elders:of the fame Church 
Gitthere'be any do imipote their hands,if there be'none butchimtdf 
is the firfty then two or three:of the principall and mof grave and. 
emiherit Chriftians, being requirediby the body;do'in.the hame of 
‘Chriftand the; Church sand chisis ind unudrill th ing in'Sczipeure, 
as:wee.conceive: Aifcs\muft-bring thesLevites'to :be ‘confecrated 


_ before the Lord; and the children of Urael mutt lay thei: handson 


1 Chro.29,22 


- 
a 


I. 


Zs 


Deacons, 


’. gation. In time of which impofition of hands, 


thém, and then Aaron thalloffer them to.the Lord; :foralio Zidockh 


the Prieft. was confeetated,, anid: Solomonanointed by the Congres 


= Vik 23 
ou, They pray over theny forall -needfull giftsand graces fic’ for 
that great place co which heis called. <0) 2 Ph 
_). 2. They. {peak the words themfelves of. Ordination of himia — 
Chrifts name, and chenameofthat-Ghurch,:to that very offices #3 - 
3 ‘Put a folémn charge upon him, sas th the fight of Almighty 
God, before whom, hee mut thortly appeare to-give ah actountof 
all chofe foules committed to his chargeiby the great Shepheard; 
Chritt Jefushimfelfe; chathee be diligent, faithful, carefull, ’and 
conftant,..in a full di(Chargéesof that great charge laid apon him: 
- After this, the Elders of the Church, fomecin: the:name of ‘the 
reft,do give him che'right handof fellowfhip,in the fight ofall the 
Affembly, ‘and teftifie their brother] y relpe& unto him :: and after 
thankfulne leto God, for ‘his gracious gifts beftowed on him; 
do-exhort Him in’ the Lords \to fala his. miniftration received 
fromthe, Lord 5 and fo afterstiraifes given to! God by himyinthe 


name of the Churchy heediffolves the Aflembly: with a bleffing. ’ 
~ Eor our calling of Deacons,:wee judgeit:notineceflary (becaule 
; ee * ; we 
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ss Mew Englards prattice in folemn worlbip. +7. 
‘we want a rule) to effet ie with fafling and prayer,as in the Ordi- 
nation of other Officers, buc vhe Brethren look out from among 
| _ themfelves men fitly qualified. according to the rule of the Word, 
AGS 6.3. 1 Tim. 3. 8, 9. and‘after due approofe made them, the 
_ Eldersupon fome Lords day, or other publique meeting, do or- 
dain him to the office, and appoint him over that bulinefle by 
prayer, and impofition of hands. _- 
The Church thus gathered and furnifhed with able helpers for 3-Solema 
_editication, proceeds to all publike adminiftrations in the body, “°iz- 
wherein our defire and care aboveall things is, to have all, and’no 
more then all che Ordinances of Chrift himfelf; and all thofe (as peur, 12, 33. 
far as God is pleafed to lend light) in the native puricy and fim- 
__— plicicy, without any dreflings or paintings of humane inventions. 
| Wee ule not to reade in the publique Atfemblies, Records or Reading: 
_ Writings of men, but (chat alone, which is able to make the man 
_- Of God perfe&ly and throughly furnifhed to all good works) the 
- pure Word of God ic felf ; and thac all chings may be done'to beft 
edificadion, wee ufe to expound and apply the Word unto'the Expolition, 
_ people, as occafion permits ; and becaule we delire to fing, (as well | 
_as to reade) the pure Word of God, it being an Ordinance of 
~ God, as facred as the other, wee have endeavcured, according to Nehem. 8. 8 
our light and time, to retranflate the Pfalmes as neer the originall Me Se 
_as wee could, into meeter, becanfe the former tran{lation was very mito ia 
detective, and fing them in the Churches according thereunto. ~~~ 
| 


For Prayer, we ufe not any prefcribed formes, or ftinted Liturgies, 
_bucfeeing che Misifters of Chrift are called as well to give them- 
{elves to prayer: as tothe miniftry of the Word, wee pray as that Prayer. 
bleffed inditer of our Prayers (who teacheth what to pray as wee Ads 6.4»: 
oughr) he! ping our infirmities, according to the peoples neceflities, 
the prefent occalion, and the work of Chrift in our hands re- 
quireth: Weadminifter the feals of the Covenant nor'tto all, but 
Only to believers, or their feed, which are either in covenant with 
our felyes, or with {ome other Church of Chrift ; for though wee 
| verily believe there‘are many precicus Saints among {t us, who with 
their children are under the Covenant of Grace, through faich in 
Chrift, whom we tenderly embrace, and efteem deare unto us, be= 
| caute they are fo to ChriitJefus himielf; and are ready to give to 
| tuch approved ones, the right age of fellowship, in cafe ny 
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Sacrament of. - 


——_ Supyer. it often, we commonly have it monethly, sthough wee tie not our 
= i Cor.ik,2§,. 


2 ae 7 ploymentyhe bleffceh the bread, he breaketh it in the fight of allthe 
— oe people, declaring withally and applying the fignification of thole. 
ST : holy Rites and A&tions:He diftributesit to thofe who be neer about. 
Bx Ads 6,2 him, and gives the reft to the Deacons harids, who ftand ready. 
<e : (according to their office attending on the Table) to give unto all ae 
_ & the people, not bowing or kneeling, which are forms of womhip. 
8 ‘ .Matth26. 20, that never came into Chrifts minde, {far as wee know, to ap-= 
oan | Luke 22.27, pointsnor any way futable to a Table-gefture, but in that pofture: 
aa CO 30 of body, in which Chrift him@lf gave it unto his Difciples : After 
are _ the bread hee taketh thecup,and bleffech ic diftinGly by it felf ; for ’ 
= =| a sseeiacpade fo our Lord Chrift did, hee powres out the wine, and diftributes. 
ae | TOO RMRY Cite this done, a Plalmeis fung, Prayers returned, and the congre=. 
as a : ; Te Mae. 303 gation.diffolved.. Wee alfo cake our liberty to foleninize holy. © 
ee feaftingsand fafting dayes,as God gives occalion, by his extraor=_ 
— Ba dinary hand of providence of fpeciall mercy or judgement, either ~ 
i 3 _ toour felves. or native countrey, or other churches. oe ae j 
: 4. Adittios: For the admitting of additionall members to chof that are the. a 
a ef members, fuindamentalls, we proceed in this manner : Such as defire to joyn. 
: 3 to the church, do make known their defire to'the Elderfhip ; who. 
= o- > *<" take afurvey of their {pirituall eftates; both of the knowledge in 
= | 1Kingé.7, - the principles of Religion,and ofthe work of Grace in their hearts; 


asaYo their blameleffe and godly converfation among men, in any 
of which, if they finde any wounded, they plainly declareit to the 
parties themfelves,labouring by love and patienceto heal them and 
ripen them;whereall things are cleer to themfelves,they propound ; 
them to the church, and intreat them (as opportunity may ferve) 
totake fome time todeal with them, about their fpirituall condi- 
ee © POny, 
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os difini ion. of Members. 


tion, and inquire of the godly approved which know them, that — 
| nothing may hinder when they are called to admiffion : After fome 
>. due fpace, the ruling-Elders call them before the church in pub Gocco of 


like, who heare them contefle their faith in the grounds of Religi- fo 
on, then their effe€tuall Vocation to Chrift: Firft, in their found 
repentance from dead works: Secondly, their unfeigned faith to- 
wardthe Lord Jefus, Adatth. 3. 7- Luke 3.7. Ads 3.37. Then, if 
they be fatistied in both thefe, (as where they difcern the leait true 
breathing of Chrift, though bat as {moaking flax, they are) they 

call (if need be) for teftification of their godly converfation,which 

> being done,, they reft and teftifie ali their con fents to their admif- 

| fion, by ‘holding up their hands ; after that, the Paftor or Elder 
propounds to them the coven. which they are tomake before Covenant. 
: God and his people, the fumme of which is to this effect: 

| To give up our felves to the Lord in all duties of bolineffe, thento the + Cor. 8. 

| Church, and the Officers in all love and fubmiffion, according to the’ 

willl of God, and this they doe not trufting in their owne firength, but a erie 

| in the name and by the grace of Chrift bimflfe. To this Covenant Charceein 
when they have given their confent,the E/ders in their own name, New-England 
and the Churches reciprocally, doe covert alfo mith them, to per pag, ‘5. more 
forme the like duties backe agatne unto them: Then after prayers made fully expref- 

: by the whole Church, fur his gracious afliftance, in performing : 2 gos 
~. thefe mutuall duties each to other, and all of them to God, they’ “~ sie 
depart away with a bieiling, | 

| If any member thus admitted, hath afterward any freciall oc- : 

| - ¢afion to refide, for any confiderable fpace of time, in {ome other Of recémen- , 
Church ; that wee may the better know acc ording to our charge’ dation and 
received of them, what becomes of our members,he is wont to ac-’ difmiffion of 
| quaine,the Elders whither he goes, and the otcafions ofits withall ™™"™ 

| to defire them to propound to. the Church for their Letters re-. pom 16. 3. 

| commiendatory;which being done, the Churchgrantsie,the fcope: 1 Cor, 3%. 
 - ‘whereof i8: to. teftitie of the godlinefle of ‘the man} and to defire’ 

| them. to.receive him as becommeth a Saint, and to be helpfull to: 

| him in-any thing that may need their afliftance , watchtulnefie, 

communion, and edification in the Lord , during the time of his 

abode with: them. \The Letter:is fubferibed by the hands of the’ 

| EJders in:the name-of the Church, and delivered unto them ; bur)’ 

: -ifany member hath a defire to pel wholly from the Church 
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This we haye Of grace. The Church to. whom. he is commended, 
added out of perfon, make trial of him’, a above, before they admit bi 


BM" Cotton, 


_ may fitdowne comfortably and be edified 
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New-Englands praSice in dsfmifiiag Members, 
to which he belongs, and to live elfewhere , he ufeth tomake 
knowne his defire to the Elderssand by their hands tothe Church, 
and where he defires to live ; as alf® the grounds which‘lead him» 
to fuch a removall : which if upon examining they prove weake,. 
or finfull , favouring of felfe-will, covetoufnefle {chifme, or &c.: 


mere then of found reafon, and fuch as are like to cathimupon 3 
eminent dangers, fpirituall or temporall, then (according to theic’ 
covenant of love and faithfalne(s) they with tendernefle thew him | 
his weakneffe, and diffivade him from his purpof, fo prejudiciall | 
to his peace and comfort ; to which countfell God ulually bows 

his heart to fubmic and floope. But if after all the diflwations and ~ 

brotherly advice, they fhould fee the bent of his {pirit ftand.to« 

wards a removal, that he cannot eom‘ortably and fully be poyfed _ j 
by their judgements : In fach a ale, if his finne be not apparent, | 

his danger eminent, they ufe fome indulgence, (not willing toim- - 
prifon the {pirics of any ) and they leave him to his liberty, and 
permit hina to depart; and this we obferve, that xhen-xen thus de= 
part, God followes ther wir) the croffe, til} they. are 


driven to repent of ; 

Such unadvifed proceedings , and defire to returne to the place which a 
they left. | | eat AR ee 
But if they {ee his grounds be good and found, and God. lead- - 


ing him by the kand, from themfelves to anothe 


but as they did to Pau! when Gods mind 
leave them and Z0e £0 Jerufdlens( the will of the Lord be dones)iand 
fo they. write from.that Church to the other, Letters of difmifli= 
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full co his foule, untill they thall prefent him blamelefle to the: 


fter godly coun- 
fell given him to walke worthy of the Lord, in the place where he 


is to live,they commend him by prayer to the blefling of the word. 

if they know not the- 
m, knowing 

Churches may erre in perfons as well as dobérines, c, 
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New. Englands prattice in cenfuring Delinquents. 
~ -Solong as the Churches members walke blamelefle and holy, 
wee encourage them, and comfort them intheir godly: proceed- 
-ings; butin cafe any be fallen by temptation, ( as who is exemp- 
ted,if corruption prefle injand the Lord withdraw?) we pitty him, 
and labour to regaine him by fuch meanes as Chrift hath prefcri- 
bed ; as if his finne be private, and knowne but to one onely, wee 
~-dare not (unlefle the neceifitie of the cafe requireth,) communicate 
4tto a fecond,but ufe to deale in fecret with himelte,and cure hin 
‘of ic: but if chis will not ferve, but either he remaine unconvinced 
of the evill of it, and fo is like to be hardened through the deceit-. 
falneffe of finne ; then the other takes himfelfe bound in con(ci-- 
ence, if the evill be.apparent , to obferve the rule of Chriftj:and 
gradually to proceed farther with him, thatis, takes one or two 
more with him, fuchas are moft ale, and Jikely to prevaile wich the 
~ delinquent brother ; and after prayer made to God to bow his 
heart, and boare his eare to attend to their admonition; they en- 
deavour to gaine him tothe Lord, from his finne ;. if this meanes 
prevaile, his foule is healed , the offence removed, their love-re- 
newed: But if yet he remainesimpenitent,they enforme the Elders, 
and they tell the Church, the delinquent is convented in publique, 
and his finne laid open,they endeavour to regaine him by openthg 
his finne, together.wich the uneffeQualneffe ofthe former meanes 
witnefled ; by which very particular , his former finne is much ag- 
gravated upon his confcience before the Lord , fromthe Word 
applyed anc prefled ; all which, if'even then it’ fhall worke kindly, 
to the melting of his heart into godly forrow, and humble¢on- 
feflionj it isacceptable,-and no further proceeding attempted a+ 
bata ain 81) set. ideo brie’) Paty ai od ciated 

‘Butif none of all thefe-workerh effe€tually upon him, thena 
folenine admonition by the voré of thewhole Church.in the name 
of thejord Jefus, bythe hand.of the Paftor or Ruling Eldersis fad- 
Jy laid-upon him, ‘wherein his finne being fet home with! ground 


fromthe Word , is left upon him, as‘ fronger phyficke to purge 
out the diftemper , which more private and gentle meanes would ~~ 


Hot emer ye i dy Bis ssh ow 8 gi ia aril 
>. All'the while;the Church (imitating the patience of our blefled 
Lord tinto our felves ) is willing to waite, to-fee, if God at any 
- ime, by any meanes,will grant him repentance; whichit it fo-bes 

sahaltyied ; -and 
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Matth. 18, 
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- Jedgement-ofttine evill of his fiane, and his former impenitency, in 


t iam 
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Joth. 7.25. 
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I Chron, 28. 
I Cor,t1, 38 
Hag. 2,13 ,14. 
Levit.2>.3,4. 


Mat.5 +33, 34. 


Agreeably to® 


with ftanding {omany precious meanes, fo patiently ufed towards 
him.; with promife by the helpe of Chrift; for better indeayours 
for the time to come, the Church proceeds no further, bucis fatif- 
fied »comforted, and:renders pratfes to the God of all grace, that 
‘bath given us fiuch free uf of {isch precious Ordinances, and hath crow- 
néd our poore indeavours with fuch a blefling on the foule of his 
oore fervant. © E ghaist 30 ed HBAS ee wea 
Buc ifhe be fo farre thut up-under an hardsheart, chat he departs 


away impenicent, the Church accounts it, Cas indsectit is) a fore 


blow from the hand of the Lord, not onely upon the foule of the 


_ poore brother, bucupon them all, who are‘fo neerely unitedunto 


him, and may juftly make them {mart, as he did all Ijrzel tor the 
Gane of: Aibin. ocia\ en a Ea Ge ate aes oan 


D 4 


“As the Church ufeth thefé meane’ towards-him in: publique, 


fo the Elders, and the godly ableft brethren alfo , are wont Call 
this time) to repaire to him in private, if it may be to fet on the 
Churches cenftrrey and co further the working thereof ;and the 


‘Church alfo before they proceed to further centtiré; doe call him » 


before then: once and againe, ufually, to fe if che Ordinancein 
any meafure be effeétuall upon him. All the while that brother 
Cand fo any other delinquent member, though nor fo farre pro= 
ceeded again ft by the Chureh as he is’) ftands thus offenfive in the 
Charches eyes, he-prefumes not to communicate*, or if he does 
pre(umie, he is dehorced and prohibited, to eate of the holy bread 
among it che prepared and invited guefts of Chrift, as'not having, 
by examination prepared /himéelfe, as all fuch are commanded to 
doe, and for ‘feare’ he fhould defile it vas the uncleane'under the 
Law did’ ftich holy flefh'as they touched ; for looke as the Prieft 
that was uncleane, though he was not degraded from his Prieft+ 
hood, yet fufpended during the time of his uncleanneffe from med- 
ling with the holy facrifice;fo we deale and that according to God 


with this unhcleane member 3/and'this alfo wee swferas a further. 
meanes to procure his humiliation, when he fhall {eehimfelfe 


through his owne fault barred from. the enjoyment ofthis holy 


sand he come forth and declare ie publiquely (forthe plafter ait 
beas broad asthe foare ) to the fatisfation of the Church, and 
>) -glory of God; and fhame of himfelfe, by the humble:acknow= 


~ 


priviledge, 


Nem Englands pratice in cenfuriag Deingwents. 


priviledge’, and mut now fit and mourne'( as the Leper under 

defilement,) being barred from communicating at the Table of 

Chrift, among the holy Saints of God, which he was wont to eh- 

Foy with freedome arid comforts’ © )'09 2074 Wo Beuods bens 
Bat ifneicher the one 


a 
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nor the other, publique or private méanes: 


F 13 


care able (no not at laf) to overcome his hard heart, and bring 


him co found humiliation for his finne ; then we judgeit full time : 
vo ule'tha Jatt and forelt meanes of cure that Chrift hath ordai2.. 


ned in his Church) even to-cut off the gangren’d member,that the 
; b) Sans erie 


whole body be not infected by it; and co purge away the-leaven,, 


I Cor:$..65,Je- 
Gal. $. 9. 


left -the whole lumpe be thereby leavened ; and for this wee doe 


not fend’to any externall authoritie out of that pardcular Church 
- whereof the offender is; whether Bifhop,’ or Claflis f Becatr(é ‘wee 

eoriceive it more then Paz! himfelfe, C who Had’ more authoritie 
from Chrift, then all the Bifhops, Presbyters in’ the world ) dare 
undertake, who-did bat iforme, diret?, and ftirre ub the Churches 
to doe it, but did mot-doe it bimfelfe; bur-wee freely ule the hbertie 
and authoritie which the Lord snimftelfe'tvath given us, and doth 
charge us to ule in fiich cafesias thefé 5 namely, all the Churches 
doe folemnly nieet together, and if ic be+an open ‘and knowne: 
finne, ail the Congregation ( that they may fee the Churches im- 
patiiall feveritieagain’ din in her own members) and having fee 
the delinguént before us} and having fetout his‘fiane ‘in tHe lati- 
tude,and ageravations of ic, the Paftor'er Elder having propound- 
edit tothe Church’, and they having teftified their confents ( as. 
before for his admiilionj fo now }) for his expuifion, he folemn- 
ly in che! Name: of the: Lord? Jefas ‘Chriff, and’ of the whole 
~Charch , delivers up tha@:man-unto Satan, for the deftruGion 
of the flefh, and the faving’ of his fpirit in the day. of the Lord 
Jehasy irycitid Hai Ueth3 P cawdee as 

| Which dreadfall fentence being with nach feare and trembling; 
and yet wich much power and dread dénouinced’ again him, hee 
labours to fét home the terrors of it wpom his confcience, ‘and doth 
charge him, though hee hath’abufed'all’ ocher ordinances, yet to 
makeufe of this, as being thela{t means which Chritt will ufe to- 
wards him for his recovery, and’ withall,! warhes him ‘0 depart 
from the Affembly and the fellowthip of ‘the'‘pesple of God, and 
withall, dire&ts and charges the Brethren,’ that they fo walk to- 


wards. 
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| [ae : __-wardshim, that hee may.,be afhamed and hombled, that'what in — 
a oe ~ «them lies, they fhould not hinder, but further the working of that 

tt ordinance upon higfoule, oo) 
a "And though our proceedings in cenfure be thus flow and gradu= -- — 


all, aswe have exprefled; againft fins of aleflernature andlefeéno- 
SeeCottons — torious, were not fo much the nature and quality of fin ir felf, ~— 
brace as the impenitency of the delinquent hath called for the fharpe 
_ Exghindp.gr. centre, according to the rule of Chrift, Adatth.18. 159 16.yet - 
f 1 Cor. 5.11. for fins very {candalous and notorious, wee go more quick and - 
F ‘Matth, 18.15. roundly to work againtt the offender, and ftay not to admonifh 
once and again, and then paufe,to fee how the ylafter woiks,be= 
fore we ulethe falye, but (unlefle {peedy and very eminent. repen- 
tance, which is early freptin to prevent,.which poffibly may call 
to us as a_vo)ce'from heaven to Abrabam,to {tay our hand) wee 
prefenty, without any moreado, meet together, and give up-that 
man to Satan,according to that other rule of Pazl,1Cor.5.45.7-116 
- When we have thus caf him out of the church, wee have not 
8 ie —  withall caft him out of our hearts and carejbut fill attend the cure 
_ Marth 9v2. "OF his foule, by looking to the God-of all grace and mercy, on 
“ 2 Thel3.6.14 7. : rel pba, ; aes 
his behalf, doing by him, asthey did by the Palfie-man, carry him 
7 to Chrift, when happily hee wants ftrengch to go o: himfelf, by 
-E a following him with private admonition, to help. the phyfick the 


Gen. 22.10, 
LIL12, 


Se ee 


7 


sl Ley.26.39-4% better to work : And ifwedifcern his uncircuniciled heartishum- 
‘= bled, and that hee accept ,of the punithment of. his iniquity, and 
_ confefle, that as God hath walkedcontrary tohim, fohee hath 
- ): walked contrary to God, and is ready to judgehimielfbeforethe 
r i ; Cor-1.7.8, Lord and his people, taking fhame to himfelf, and giving glory to 
: By &2,6.099- God;(in aword } when we fee Gods end is attainedgi:d the ctire 
a i of his foule effeted, then (as beforewee called for noexternall 
_ power from Bifhops, or other Presbyters to.bind him, fo now.) 
ay wee need no licence nor commillioa. from any to loole him, but - 
ei 2 Cor.2.6.409 the church her {elf only, as fhee had liberty according tothe rule 


of the Gofpel to take him in,.and.toca!t.himout; fonow, to ab- 

 folve and releafe him from .all the .cenfurre, who all being mec in 

Chrifts name, and perfwading themfelves, that.as Chriftunloofed 

> Cor.2-758- himin heaven, fo itis cheir duty, to unloofe on-earth « and fo thei 

_ vote being called for by che Paftor or Elden, /and.celtified by chem= 

~~” felvesy hee is as. the Leper by the Prieft of old, inthe Law,,pro- 
i iat ~ nounced 


s 
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_ New-Englands pratticeia cenfuring D elinguents. 
nounced clean, and {> they (as Put exhorts the Corinthians wo do ) 


_ they forgive him, they comfort him, they renue their love unto 


him, and now not only their Temple doores, buc their armies an@ 
hearts are-ready to receive him. 
i Asthechurch hath power from Chrift over a delinquent mem- 


_ berco reje& him from their focieties, fo alfo over a {candalous of- 


ficer, co deprive him of his office among them (though this wee 
{peak de jure, non de fatto, for blefled be God, we never had any ac- 
cafion to put this in practice, and wee defire wee never may) for as 
they, and they only had power from Chrift to call oneto admi- 
nifter unto them, fo they have the fame power (upon jutt canfe 
given, and he making himfelf unworthy and unfit toperform that 
work they called him to, and co adminifter holy things with his 
impure hands) that when they fhall fee one jut ground that Chrift 
bimfelf bath difzarded trom miniftring unto them, then they alfo 
may be Chrifts Inftraments to depofe him from the office they called 
him unto. 3 

 Inall thefe church-adminiftrations,fpoken in this Difcourfe,our 
great defire and care is to carry all things with joynt confent of all 


the members, which was the praétice and honour of the Primi- * 


tive times, which Px! fomuch defired, fhould be in the church of 
Corinth,and through Gods great goodneife we have obtained that 
mercy that ufaually in all our admiffions,difmiffions,eletions and 
cenfures,it hath been fo with us to our great comfort. 

> But in cafe there fhould any difference arife(as poffibly they may 
through the remaining darknefle of our mindes, all not being able 
to fee alike )then fuch as diflent from their Brethren and propound 
their grounds which are either weighty fron: the Word, and then 
it is the voyce not of the Brethren only, but of Chrift {peaking in 
thee; to which the reft fubmit and yeeld, or elfe their reafons have 
liccle orno ftrength in them, which the Brethren are able with eafe 
to anfwer; and chen either the reft {ee it and yeeld, or if they are 
not convinced. of the invalidity of their reafons, and the ftrength 


of their Brethrens anfwers,it is either through the weakeeffe of their 


judgement, or the fliffueffe of sheir will ; if the former be the caufe, 
the reft lovingly inform them, and patiently beare with them, till 
things be in fomefort cleered up; that they arecontent wholly to 
fubmit and confent so makeno’ further trouble; which they are 
bebrmogeiq - C frequently 
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frequently taught, to-do in cafes of fuch nature, but if Rhifftielle of | 
will plainly appeare, or a {pirit of contradiction, if they will no: s 


by loving information lay down themfelves, they think icmect 
admonifh them of pride and wilfulnefs,and leave them unger itti 


they fhall repent, whereby theliberty of their voyce is taken from . 


them, till they have removed the ofieencen =) 8 
., But if the caufe fhould be weighty and dark,and thedoubigreat 
on both: fides, wee call in light from other churches, to whonrby 
agreement they repaire,and crave their counfell : This being faiths 
fully done,by Gods ordinary blefling and prefence (to our comfort 
ae 


. we {peak it) we have found it conelufive and availe.. 


i 
Aflemblies, 


- + ; ‘Tre | Pe j > 


i That which follows i added out of Af* Cottons late Teens 
of the. way. of the Churches in New-England, that thig..\ 
; are Narration might be compleat. | he P04 


4. Icherto-of their prattice in regard of each Church by ft felfe, 


dl 


and the members of it: in the next , place is,to -be related 
what the courfe is in re{pe&t ofmany Charches in communioniand 
fellowfhip 5, and.chis ( omitting thas.was faid before in their mu~ 


- -tualf afliftance about the conftication of particular Qharches, and 


recommendation of members, &c.).conlifts in two, points general< 


ly ( for wee will name onely the chiefe ) firft, the.combination\in« | 


to Synods or Afleinblies : Secondly , Dealing with Delinquent 
Congregations. iat 10s hs oats babel sai det 

For the firit.;..When either corrupt opinions ,or dufpicious 
practices are {cattered.y fo as, they cannot well be healed by any 
Church alone, the Elders ot the Churches 'defirous to,maintaine 


verity and.unity of judgement,inimatters of doctrine and integrity: - 


of life throughout the Churches, ‘doe both acquaint the AZagis 
firate, being, munfing Fathers Camongft 4s, to.che Church, with the 
neceflary occafions and ends.of.a.generall Affembly,:and:doealfo 


Jollicite the. Churches, vo{end:fome,fis perfons at facha time &place — 
where the Affembly:is.torbe.held ,:t0,confider and difcerne.of the 


matters in queftion.: .."....; i 


The Aflembly being 


called for by bamble andearneft prayery the matters to bedifculled.are— 
nett f y he He propounded 


Jat: ST e” 34 ' “Etat Ee 3 
met, inthe mame. of Chrifts and:bis prefence 


” 


BY 
sl ee 
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ta Communion of ‘Charches. ee 


_ propounded by one of the Elders of that’ Church where te meet,” 
» orby fome other appointed by them, and confented to by the Af 
— fentbly The matters propounded;the Elers‘do déclare their judge-’ 


ment, togecher wich their reafons from'the Word. 

~All which time it 2 free for any man prefent;( and al/ may be prem 
feat, ifthey will ) as well the ALeffengers of the Churches, as others 
€ after lezve orderly craved and obtained, to propound their doubts: 
without offence ) whence difputation*doth arife (as dt. 15. 2) 
till all parties be eicher fatisfied or convinced. 


" 


Detain 
: 


A&s 15.7 


~ In points which are not {0 fally cleared and agreed upon, or the’ | 


_ natureof them fach as may admit further difcuffion, difference of 


apprehen{ion without difuznion of affection’, or difturbance of the 


Churches peace is permitted, and each man is left to his Chriftian- - 


liberties {0 tarreas they all attaine, they judge and’minde one’ thing ; 
if any be otherwife minded, sho in fimplicitie of heart feekérh thé ‘truth, 
and. in meekneffe of wifdome and love, holderh forth: the fame, wee hope’ 
God will in time reveale the fanse unto bims in the meanie time, all a&’ 
greeing inthis one, Not tocondemne nor to defpife- one another in diffe~ 


ences of weakneffe. 3 fv Lov Res 
‘ r Sis Age Bis lize . Fae y . on rp. ‘ 
~ For the feconds viz. the dealing wish, “or admonifhing of offend» 


ing Churches. When a feand +l arileclyinia Church, whether by cot-" 
ruption of doférine, oc in mamers, if upon diligent fex'ch it prove 
trae, theOliirch hearing thereof, fendeth Letters, Or Meffengers, 
or both, unto.the Elders of hati Charchy ‘and? extrorceth’ theqy tod 
take a {peedy courte to theredrefle'thereof. 97) + vr 2 esr SHG 
“But if che Elderr prove reniiffe theréin,(or be faulty thémfelvesy” 
they then certilie the whole Church thereof, to ‘cai? “pin their’ Offi- : 
cans jas Puul fenvee the: Church Of Cobf?, ta call apo Archippur, 
Gobiqniay 26 165 00 ck wOkoT DINE 22900949 bere PROMS TIVO TOE Sk 
4! Ifthe Cha cel heave thenttiot § the Clutch Ofer Re Hkh fe 
the helpe of two or three'Ghiveches: niore‘ to Foy Ae wich THERE 
If till che offending Church perf in the neglect of their diitys, 
and ofthe counfell of cheir'brethren,” aay the matter would be" 
referred to ‘a Congreginr tom of many, oF 2 be 
need fhould reqtiire) orvels if the’offenee be evident | “And Weightic, 
and of i, though not of generall confequence, the Churches offended ' 
would ‘Cas jattly they might ) withdraw them{elves from the right 
bund of fellowfbip, and fo forbeare all {uch exerciles of mutuall bro- 
< : a i / therly 
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sherly communion with them; which all the Churches of Chritt re a 


wont to walke in one towards another; as mutuall 1.Participation ~ 


of Ordinances 5 2. Recommendation of members ; 3.Confaltztionin ~ 
matters of weight; 4. foyning in Allemblies 35. Contribuiioztotheir 
outward wants; 6. and helping to propagate fuch Churches which _ 
are( with this 7. of admonition ) the feverall a&s of communion 
which wee hold as Churchesone with another. © 
And though we have never been put tothe utmoftextentof this 
duty,becaufethe Lord hath fo prevented that nochurch hath ftood 
out.folong ;. yet if it fhould fo fall out (as God forbid) wee look _ 
atit as our duty, by propertion as one brotheris bound to be faith- 
full to another ; and.by exuesple of the Church, Song. 8.8. who 
lookes for her little fifter chat had no breafts ; and of the Apoftle, 
2 Cor.11.28. who took care ofall the Churches which publike (pirit of 
grace and love is not dead with them; all the Churches of Chrift 
- ought to have 2 care and watchfull eye over the pyblike good one of 
another, though not virtute officiz, yet intuite charitaty. 


_ Now, let all godly minded judge, whaterrour or iniquity isin’. 
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our Pra@ice, fo much cryed out upon by the fonsofmen,and fome: 


of our deare Brethren, who cry us down for Separatifisy Schifina- — 
maticksy Anabaptifis, and what not? The foundations are caft dawn; 
and what bath the righteous done? Oh,letmen fhewusfromtheblef- 
fed: Word of truth, where our errour lies; let them fecdowna: _ 


purer pattern before us,and wee hope God will not fo far leave us, — ae 


but thac he will open our eyes,and bow our hearts to entertain it; 
but if upon mature thoughts they judge this to be the very Way of 
God, (as we believe verily God is now about to cleer it, fo to be to 
all che world) let chem in the name of God, lay away all prejudice 
againft our perfons and praétices,and follow us fo far as we follow) — 
- Chrift; So wee could wifh that all men were as weare, faving our 


msannels..Naw che God of all ruth; and:che Father ofall lighte,: 2 
perfwade the fpirits of all his precious ones, dulyto prifethofe. 


wayes of Chrift, and bow their hearts to ftoop to the femplicity of. 
she Gofpel of our. blefled Lord and.common bead, Jefus Chrift, in 


whofe bleffed bofome of love and cares leave themand you, ever. 


Their aad your loving Brother. 
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